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Course Description 
Students in the grade 3 are transitioning from having learned to read to reading to learn.  At this level, 
they will begin strengthening their independent use of  reading comprehension strategies in both fiction 
and nonfiction text. Students will be given adequate time in school for independent reading to practice 
and develop the strategies they are being taught with the guidance of the teacher. Students will respond 
to what they read by talking with peers in discussion groups and individually with the teacher during 
conferences as well as in written responses to text. Students will read to build background knowledge 
and increase and improve both their writing and academic vocabulary. Additionally, students will 
engage in the practice of word study. They will be taught to sort words by features (e.g. syllables, 
sound patterns, etc.). This practice reinforces connections between words and their correct spellings and 
pronunciations. 
Students will learn to write narratives, arguments (opinion), explanatory pieces, and literary essays 
while applying the conventions of Standard English grammar, punctuation, and spelling. Students will 
be expected to support their writing with evidence from text and to conduct research. Students will be 
taught to create and use a writer’s notebook to store their observations of the world around them and 
select topics to write about from these observations. 

Throughout the course of the school year students will be actively engaged in the processes of 
reading and writing and will develop a strong understanding of the concepts outlined in the Grade 
3 English Language Arts Common Core Content Standards. Variety instructional strategies 
should be woven throughout the literacy block to scaffold student learning in a gradual release 
model. A gradual release model ensures that students gain an increased level of independence in 
grade level skills while moving toward mastery of all standards.  Essential components of gradual 
release include direct instruction, guided practice, and independent practice.  

Course Resources 
 

1) Common Core State Standards 
2) Wonders Student Edition (Workbook and Anthology) 
3) Wonders Guided Reading Edition 
4) Wonders Teacher’s Edition  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Pacing Guide 
	 

Timeline 
 

 
Reading Units 

 
Writing Units of Study 

 
Marking Period 1 

 

Unit 1: Fiction 

Unit 2: Informational Text - 

Reading to Learn 

 
Narrative Task  

 
Literary Task/Research 
Simulation  

 
Marking Period 2 

 

Unit 3: Fiction 2 (Continued)  

 
Narrative Task  

 
Literary Task/Research Simulation  

 
Marking Period 3 

 

Unit 4: Folktales, Myths 
and Fables 

  Unit 5: Poetry 

 
  Narrative Task  
 
Literary Task/Research Simulation 

 
Marking Period 4 

 

Unit 6: Newspapers and Articles 

 

  Narrative Task  
   
  Literary Task/Research Simulation 

 
 
Units 1/3 – Fiction  
Marking Period One  
 
Unit 1 Overview:  It is essential that students have opportunities to experience fiction, both realistic 
fiction and fantasy. As students engage with literature they readily identify with characters that are his/her 
age and reflect many cultures and social classes in which we live.  
Writing Component:  Narrative 
In this unit students will develop a strong understanding of the elements of fictional text. They will engage 
in lessons and writing experiences that will help them to master writing an effective story. Students will 
learn to develop strong characters with both internal and external traits. By the end of the unit students will 
be able to develop stories with two or three scenes that successfully develop character, plot and setting 
over the course of the story (Caulkins, 2014). Night Writes and Timed Writing Tasks will assist in 
strengthening of the writing content. 
 
Writing Component:  Literary Task/Research Simulation  



The Unit Literary Task/Research Simulation is designed so that students become writers who provide 
support for a claim in ways that chunk the supportive evidence into logically grouped categories. Writers 
will be choosing topics that they know well and can write well about in order to ensure the unit is about 
powerful expository writing and not just research collecting. It is important to push students to truly 
develop their thinking and to tell students that thought prompts actually push writers to think new things. 
First writers will choose an idea, learn how to write it as a thesis and build the structure and support for 
an essay. Writers will then use transitional words, such as “for instance” “in order to” and “specifically”. 
In addition, writers should also be able to draw on detailed specifics to support their claims. Night Writes 
and Timed Writing Tasks will assist in strengthening of the writing content. 
 
Essential Questions 
 

Ø How does an author show change or growth in a character across texts? 
Ø How does an author use characters? 

Ø How critical is it to pay attention to the elements and the details of the story? 
Ø How is speaking about our learning and reading in class the same as talking to our   friends 

outside of the classroom? How is it different? 
Ø How can readers use text to support their thinking when expressing their ideas in 

group discussion? 
 
Essential Learning Outcomes 
 

Ø Students will discover how the changes in a character affect the outcome of the story. 
Ø Students will learn that story elements help readers make sense of story (i.e. Elements such 

as recurring characters or illustrations help readers understand text.) 
Ø Students will explore the notion that writing is a vehicle for expressing thinking, solving 

problems, exploring issues, constructing questions, and addressing inquiry. 
Ø Students will understand that people speak to each other to clarify their own thinking about 

what they are reading and researching as well as to inform others and learn from them. 
 

Technology Infusion 
 
8.1.5.A.1 Select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to accomplish a variety of tasks 
including solving problems. 

  8.1.5.A.2 Format a document using a word processing application to enhance text and include graphics,     
symbols and/ or pictures. 
 
Standards Addressed: 
Text Types and Purposes: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.1 
Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.1.A 
Introduce the topic or text they are writing about, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure 
that lists reasons. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.1.B 
Provide reasons that support the opinion. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.1.C 



Use linking words and phrases (e.g., because, therefore, since, for example) to connect opinion and 
reasons. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.1.D 
Provide a concluding statement or section. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.2 
Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.2.A 
Introduce a topic and group related information together; include illustrations when useful to aiding 
comprehension. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.2.B 
Develop the topic with facts, definitions, and details. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.2.C 
Use linking words and phrases (e.g., also, another, and, more, but) to connect ideas within categories of 
information. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.2.D 
Provide a concluding statement or section. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.3 
Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive 
details, and clear event sequences. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.3.A 
Establish a situation and introduce a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds 
naturally. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.3.B 
Use dialogue and descriptions of actions, thoughts, and feelings to develop experiences and events or 
show the response of characters to situations. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.3.C 
Use temporal words and phrases to signal event order. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.3.D 
Provide a sense of closure. 
Key Ideas and Details: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.1 
Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the 
basis for the answers. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.2 
Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse cultures; determine the central 
message, lesson, or moral and explain how it is conveyed through key details in the text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.3 
Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how their actions 
contribute to the sequence of events 
Craft and Structure: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.4 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, distinguishing literal from 
nonliteral language. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.5 
Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and poems when writing or speaking about a text, using terms such as 
chapter, scene, and stanza; describe how each successive part builds on earlier sections. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.6 
Distinguish their own point of view from that of the narrator or those of the characters. 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.7 



Explain how specific aspects of a text's illustrations contribute to what is conveyed by the words in a 
story (e.g., create mood, emphasize aspects of a character or setting) 
Differentiation 
 

Ø Modified Questions for Lower/Advanced Learners 
Ø Frequent check ins/close proximity monitoring 
Ø Creation of Anchor Charts for Extended Learning  
Ø Modified Assessments  

 
Assessments 
 

Ø Writing Assessments Using a PARCC aligned rubric  
Ø Night Writes 
Ø Timed Writing Tasks (Narrrative/LAT) 
Ø Daily Exit Slips 
Ø Stop and Jot 

21st Century Learning Connection 
 
"21st century skills" are the skills that today's students will need to be successful in this ever-changing 
world. The most recognizable of these skills are the 4C's: communication, collaboration, critical thinking 
and creativity. However, 21st century skills also include social and emotional intelligence, technological 
literacy and problem solving abilities. These skills emphasize "application of knowledge" and go beyond 
rote memorization. 
 
 
Unit 2 Informational Text/Non Fiction   
Marking Period One (End of) and Marking Period Two 
 
Unit 2 Overview:  Nonfiction is a widely read genre that offers readers access to information.  Nonfiction 
can include reference, biography, and literary styles.  Nonfiction text allows readers to explore a variety 
of topics while identifying big ideas or learning new information. Students comprehension of nonfiction 
texts will be enhanced by an understanding of structure, layout, and features associated with the genre. 
When learning why and how to read nonfiction, mentor texts and author studies are of particular 
importance. This will allow students familiarity while exploring different structural choices authors have 
made when presenting information. When studying this genre students should  be immersed in a variety 
of nonfiction texts with varying ranges of complexity. This will aid students in the grasp of a nonfiction 
texts infrastructure; a necessary component in order to  ascertain big ideas and think critically. 
Writing Component:  Narrative 
In this unit students will develop a strong understanding of the elements of fictional text. They will engage 
in lessons and writing experiences that will help them to master writing an effective story. Students will 
learn to develop strong characters with both internal and external traits. By the end of the unit students will 
be able to develop stories with two or three scenes that successfully develop character, plot and setting 
over the course of the story (Caulkins, 2014). Night Writes and Timed Writing Tasks will assist in 
strengthening of the writing content. 
 
Writing Component:  Literary Task/Research Simulation  
The Unit Literary Task/Research Simulation is designed so that students become writers who provide 
support for a claim in ways that chunk the supportive evidence into logically grouped categories. Writers 
will be choosing topics that they know well and can write well about in order to ensure the unit is about 
powerful expository writing and not just research collecting. It is important to push students to truly 



develop their thinking and to tell students that thought prompts actually push writers to think new things. 
First writers will choose an idea, learn how to write it as a thesis and build the structure and support for 
an essay. Writers will then use transitional words, such as “for instance” “in order to” and “specifically”. 
In addition, writers should also be able to draw on detailed specifics to support their claims. Night Writes 
and Timed Writing Tasks will assist in strengthening of the writing content. 
 
Essential Questions 
 

Ø How do I understand an informational text? 
Ø How is something determined to be the main idea? 
Ø How does understanding a text’s structure help readers to understand its meaning? 
Ø How does understanding of different points of view help readers to figure out what they’re 

reading? 
 

 
Essential Learning Outcomes 
 

Ø Students will understand that informational texts have details that form a pattern/plan that 
helps readers determine the main ideas. 

Ø Students will understand informational text may require readers to summarize, reread and 
learn content vocabulary. 

Ø Students will explore the notion that readers use explicit and implicit information in addition 
to what they know in order to make meaning from an informational text. 

Ø Students will understand what makes a concept a main idea.  
 
Technology Infusion 
 
8.1.5.A.1 Select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to accomplish a variety of tasks 
including solving problems. 

  8.1.5.A.2 Format a document using a word processing application to enhance text and include graphics,     
symbols and/ or pictures. 
 
Standards Addressed: 
 
Text Types and Purposes: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.1 
Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.1.A 
Introduce the topic or text they are writing about, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure 
that lists reasons. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.1.B 
Provide reasons that support the opinion. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.1.C 
Use linking words and phrases (e.g., because, therefore, since, for example) to connect opinion and 
reasons. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.1.D 
Provide a concluding statement or section. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.2 
Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly. 



CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.2.A 
Introduce a topic and group related information together; include illustrations when useful to aiding 
comprehension. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.2.B 
Develop the topic with facts, definitions, and details. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.2.C 
Use linking words and phrases (e.g., also, another, and, more, but) to connect ideas within categories of 
information. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.2.D 
Provide a concluding statement or section. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.3 
Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive 
details, and clear event sequences. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.3.A 
Establish a situation and introduce a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds 
naturally. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.3.B 
Use dialogue and descriptions of actions, thoughts, and feelings to develop experiences and events or 
show the response of characters to situations. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.3.C 
Use temporal words and phrases to signal event order. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.3.D 
Provide a sense of closure. 
Key Ideas and Details: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.1 
Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the 
basis for the answers. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.2 
Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse cultures; determine the central 
message, lesson, or moral and explain how it is conveyed through key details in the text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.3 
Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how their actions 
contribute to the sequence of events 
Craft and Structure: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.4 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, distinguishing literal from 
nonliteral language. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.5 
Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and poems when writing or speaking about a text, using terms such as 
chapter, scene, and stanza; describe how each successive part builds on earlier sections. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.6 
Distinguish their own point of view from that of the narrator or those of the characters. 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.7 
Explain how specific aspects of a text's illustrations contribute to what is conveyed by the words in a 
story (e.g., create mood, emphasize aspects of a character or setting) 
Differentiation 
 

Ø Modified Questions for Lower/Advanced Learners 
Ø Frequent check ins/close proximity monitoring 
Ø Creation of Anchor Charts for Extended Learning  



Ø Modified Assessments  
 
Assessments 

Ø Writing Assessments Using a PARCC aligned rubric  
Ø Night Writes 
Ø Timed Writing Tasks (Narrative/LAT) 
Ø Daily Exit Slips 
Ø Stop and Jot 

 
21st Century Learning Connection 
 
"21st century skills" are the skills that today's students will need to be successful in this ever-changing 
world. The most recognizable of these skills are the 4C's: communication, collaboration, critical thinking 
and creativity. However, 21st century skills also include social and emotional intelligence, technological 
literacy and problem solving abilities. These skills emphasize "application of knowledge" and go beyond 
rote memorization. 
 
 
Unit 4 – Folktales, Myths, and Fables  
Unit 4 Marking Period Three  
 
Unit 4 Overview In this unit, students will read fables/folktales/myths to examine and understand the 
characters, events, and morals. They  will discuss how and why different versions of 
fables/folktales/myths exist. Students will also practice reading fables/folktales/myths with a lot of 
dialogue. Students will practice reading them with partners to develop fluency, expression, and physical 
gestures. By the end of the unit, students will understand the characteristics of a traditional literature, why 
these stories have lasted over thousands of years, and how they connect to human behavior and their own 
lives. 
Writing Component:  Narrative 
In this unit students will develop a strong understanding of the elements of fictional text. They will engage 
in lessons and writing experiences that will help them to master writing an effective story. Students will 
learn to develop strong characters with both internal and external traits. By the end of the unit students will 
be able to develop stories with two or three scenes that successfully develop character, plot and setting 
over the course of the story (Caulkins, 2014). Night Writes and Timed Writing Tasks will assist in 
strengthening of the writing content. 
 
Writing Component:  Literary Task/Research Simulation  
The Unit Literary Task/Research Simulation is designed so that students become writers who provide 
support for a claim in ways that chunk the supportive evidence into logically grouped categories. Writers 
will be choosing topics that they know well and can write well about in order to ensure the unit is about 
powerful expository writing and not just research collecting. It is important to push students to truly 
develop their thinking and to tell students that thought prompts actually push writers to think new things. 
First writers will choose an idea, learn how to write it as a thesis and build the structure and support for 
an essay. Writers will then use transitional words, such as “for instance” “in order to” and “specifically”. 
In addition, writers should also be able to draw on detailed specifics to support their claims. Night Writes 
and Timed Writing Tasks will assist in strengthening of the writing content. 
 
Essential Questions 
 

Ø How have ordinary people influenced the world? 



Ø How does historical fiction/nonfiction help us understand the world today? 
Ø How do the decisions and actions of influential figures reveal their personalities? 

 
Essential Learning Outcomes 
 

Ø Students will explore the notion that throughout history ordinary people have influenced the 
world in which we live. 

Ø Students will learn that historical fiction and nonfiction contain universal themes about human 
nature that can be applied to the world today. 

Ø  Students will explore that a reader is able to identify the personality of influential figures by 
analyzing their decisions and actions. 

Ø Students will discover that readers ask questions, make connections, and synthesize in order to 
consistently check their thinking and understanding of text 
 

Technology Infusion 
 
8.1.5.A.1 Select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to accomplish a variety of tasks 
including solving problems. 

  8.1.2.A.4 Demonstrate developmentally appropriate navigation skills in virtual environments (e.g. games, 
museums). 
 
Standards Addressed: 
Text Types and Purposes: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.1 
Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.1.A 
Introduce the topic or text they are writing about, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure 
that lists reasons. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.1.B 
Provide reasons that support the opinion. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.1.C 
Use linking words and phrases (e.g., because, therefore, since, for example) to connect opinion and 
reasons. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.1.D 
Provide a concluding statement or section. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.2 
Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.2.A 
Introduce a topic and group related information together; include illustrations when useful to aiding 
comprehension. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.2.B 
Develop the topic with facts, definitions, and details. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.2.C 
Use linking words and phrases (e.g., also, another, and, more, but) to connect ideas within categories of 
information. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.2.D 
Provide a concluding statement or section. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.3 
Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive 
details, and clear event sequences. 



CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.3.A 
Establish a situation and introduce a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds 
naturally. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.3.B 
Use dialogue and descriptions of actions, thoughts, and feelings to develop experiences and events or 
show the response of characters to situations. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.3.C 
Use temporal words and phrases to signal event order. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.3.D 
Provide a sense of closure. 
Key Ideas and Details: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.1 
Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the 
basis for the answers. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.2 
Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse cultures; determine the central 
message, lesson, or moral and explain how it is conveyed through key details in the text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.3 
Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how their actions 
contribute to the sequence of events 
Craft and Structure: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.4 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, distinguishing literal from 
nonliteral language. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.5 
Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and poems when writing or speaking about a text, using terms such as 
chapter, scene, and stanza; describe how each successive part builds on earlier sections. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.6 
Distinguish their own point of view from that of the narrator or those of the characters. 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.7 
Explain how specific aspects of a text's illustrations contribute to what is conveyed by the words in a 
story (e.g., create mood, emphasize aspects of a character or setting) 
Differentiation 
 

Ø Modified Questions for Lower/Advanced Learners 
Ø Frequent check ins/close proximity monitoring 
Ø Creation of Anchor Charts for Extended Learning  
Ø Modified Assessments  

 
Assessments 
 

1. Writing Assessments Using a PARCC aligned rubric  
Ø Night Writes 
Ø Timed Writing Tasks (Narrative/LAT) 
Ø Daily Exit Slips 
Ø Stop and Jot 
Ø Novel Assessments  

 
21st Century Learning Connection 
 



"21st century skills" are the skills that today's students will need to be successful in this ever-changing 
world. The most recognizable of these skills are the 4C's: communication, collaboration, critical thinking 
and creativity. However, 21st century skills also include social and emotional intelligence, technological 
literacy and problem solving abilities. These skills emphasize "application of knowledge" and go beyond 
rote memorization. 
 
 
Unit 4 – Poetry  
Marking Cycle Three  
 
Unit 4 Overview:   
 
While many students have a wide range of experiences working with literature, there is a still a need for 
them to gain greater depth of understanding on ways to approach reading poetry and drama.  Literary 
elements- character, plot, theme, setting- are important pieces of the puzzle in building meaning.  In this 
unit students will practice doing work as careful readers who hone in on these elements as a method to 
create meaning. 
Writing Component:  Narrative 
In this unit students will develop a strong understanding of the elements of fictional text. They will engage 
in lessons and writing experiences that will help them to master writing an effective story. Students will 
learn to develop strong characters with both internal and external traits. By the end of the unit students will 
be able to develop stories with two or three scenes that successfully develop character, plot and setting 
over the course of the story (Caulkins, 2014). Night Writes and Timed Writing Tasks will assist in 
strengthening of the writing content. 
 
Writing Component:  Literary Task/Research Simulation  
The Unit Literary Task/Research Simulation is designed so that students become writers who provide 
support for a claim in ways that chunk the supportive evidence into logically grouped categories. Writers 
will be choosing topics that they know well and can write well about in order to ensure the unit is about 
powerful expository writing and not just research collecting. It is important to push students to truly 
develop their thinking and to tell students that thought prompts actually push writers to think new things. 
First writers will choose an idea, learn how to write it as a thesis and build the structure and support for 
an essay. Writers will then use transitional words, such as “for instance” “in order to” and “specifically”. 
In addition, writers should also be able to draw on detailed specifics to support their claims. Night Writes 
and Timed Writing Tasks will assist in strengthening of the writing content. 
 
Essential Questions 
 

Ø How does paying attention to the literary elements, the details and the point of view of a 
story impact your understanding of a text? 

Ø How do writers play with language? How can the new information that influences a 
person’s ideas, creates or changes opinions, enhances or informs someone’s understanding 
be expressed through writing? 

 
Essential Learning Outcomes 
 

Ø Students will understand that story elements help readers make sense of a story. 
Ø Students will understand that in literature, there are multiple points of view: the author, the 



reader, the narrator, and the character(s). 

Ø Students will be able to explore the notion that writing is a vehicle for expressing thinking, 
solving problems, exploring issues, constructing questions, and addressing inquiry. 

Ø Students will discover new information may influence a person’s ideas, create or change an 
opinion, enhance or inform someone’s understanding. 
 

Technology Infusion 
 
8.1.5.A.1 Select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to accomplish a variety of tasks 
including solving problems. 

  8.1.5.A.2 Format a document using a word processing application to enhance text and include graphics,     
symbols and/ or pictures. 
 
Standards Addressed:   
Text Types and Purposes: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.1 
Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.1.A 
Introduce the topic or text they are writing about, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure 
that lists reasons. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.1.B 
Provide reasons that support the opinion. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.1.C 
Use linking words and phrases (e.g., because, therefore, since, for example) to connect opinion and 
reasons. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.1.D 
Provide a concluding statement or section. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.2 
Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.2.A 
Introduce a topic and group related information together; include illustrations when useful to aiding 
comprehension. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.2.B 
Develop the topic with facts, definitions, and details. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.2.C 
Use linking words and phrases (e.g., also, another, and, more, but) to connect ideas within categories of 
information. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.2.D 
Provide a concluding statement or section. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.3 
Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive 
details, and clear event sequences. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.3.A 
Establish a situation and introduce a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds 
naturally. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.3.B 
Use dialogue and descriptions of actions, thoughts, and feelings to develop experiences and events or 
show the response of characters to situations. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.3.C 



Use temporal words and phrases to signal event order. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.3.D 
Provide a sense of closure. 
Key Ideas and Details: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.1 
Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the 
basis for the answers. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.2 
Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse cultures; determine the central 
message, lesson, or moral and explain how it is conveyed through key details in the text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.3 
Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how their actions 
contribute to the sequence of events 
Craft and Structure: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.4 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, distinguishing literal from 
nonliteral language. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.5 
Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and poems when writing or speaking about a text, using terms such as 
chapter, scene, and stanza; describe how each successive part builds on earlier sections. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.6 
Distinguish their own point of view from that of the narrator or those of the characters. 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.7 
Explain how specific aspects of a text's illustrations contribute to what is conveyed by the words in a 
story (e.g., create mood, emphasize aspects of a character or setting) 
Differentiation 
 

Ø Modified Questions for Lower/Advanced Learners 
Ø Frequent check ins/close proximity monitoring 
Ø Creation of Anchor Charts for Extended Learning  
Ø Modified Assessments  

 
Assessments 
 

Ø Writing Assessments Using a PARCC aligned rubric  
Ø Night Writes 
Ø Timed Writing Tasks (Narrative/LAT) 
Ø Daily Exit Slips 
Ø Stop and Jot 
Ø Novel Assessments  

 
21st Century Learning Connection 
 
"21st century skills" are the skills that today's students will need to be successful in this ever-changing 
world. The most recognizable of these skills are the 4C's: communication, collaboration, critical thinking 
and creativity. However, 21st century skills also include social and emotional intelligence, technological 
literacy and problem solving abilities. These skills emphasize "application of knowledge" and go beyond 
rote memorization. 
 
 



 
 
 
Unit 5 – Newspapers and Articles  
Marking Cycle Four  
 
Unit 5 Overview  
In this unit, students will engage in the process of reading nonfiction text. The unit will focus on 
nonfiction text presented in the format of news articles. Students will use newspaper articles as models to 
write their own narratives as reporters. Students will construct understandings about journalism and the 
job of a newspaper reporter. They will review how to read, analyze, and critique models of narrative 
writing in news articles. 
Essential Questions 
 

Ø How do people interpret articles from newspapers? 
Ø How can an interview shape the lens of the interviewee? 
Ø How do reporters write interesting articles? 

 
Essential Learning Outcomes 
 

Ø Students will learn that people read newspapers for various reasons: to keep up on 
current events, to learn, to be entertained or pass the time, and to find information 
such as the classifieds. 

Ø Students will understand that reporters can get information for their articles through 
interviewing. 

Ø Students will discover that writers use various strategies to communicate messages to 
their readers. 

 
Technology Infusion 
 
8.1.5.A.1 Select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to accomplish a variety of tasks 
including solving problems. 

  8.1.5.A.2 Format a document using a word processing application to enhance text and include graphics,     
symbols and/ or pictures. 
 
Standards Addressed: 
Text Types and Purposes: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.1 
Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.1.A 
Introduce the topic or text they are writing about, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure 
that lists reasons. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.1.B 
Provide reasons that support the opinion. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.1.C 
Use linking words and phrases (e.g., because, therefore, since, for example) to connect opinion and 
reasons. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.1.D 
Provide a concluding statement or section. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.2 



Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.2.A 
Introduce a topic and group related information together; include illustrations when useful to aiding 
comprehension. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.2.B 
Develop the topic with facts, definitions, and details. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.2.C 
Use linking words and phrases (e.g., also, another, and, more, but) to connect ideas within categories of 
information. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.2.D 
Provide a concluding statement or section. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.3 
Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive 
details, and clear event sequences. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.3.A 
Establish a situation and introduce a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds 
naturally. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.3.B 
Use dialogue and descriptions of actions, thoughts, and feelings to develop experiences and events or 
show the response of characters to situations. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.3.C 
Use temporal words and phrases to signal event order. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.3.D 
Provide a sense of closure. 
Key Ideas and Details: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.1 
Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the 
basis for the answers. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.2 
Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse cultures; determine the central 
message, lesson, or moral and explain how it is conveyed through key details in the text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.3 
Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how their actions 
contribute to the sequence of events 
Craft and Structure: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.4 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, distinguishing literal from 
nonliteral language. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.5 
Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and poems when writing or speaking about a text, using terms such as 
chapter, scene, and stanza; describe how each successive part builds on earlier sections. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.6 
Distinguish their own point of view from that of the narrator or those of the characters. 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.7 
Explain how specific aspects of a text's illustrations contribute to what is conveyed by the words in a 
story (e.g., create mood, emphasize aspects of a character or setting) 
Differentiation 
 

Ø Modified Questions for Lower/Advanced Learners 
Ø Frequent check ins/close proximity monitoring 



Ø Creation of Anchor Charts for Extended Learning  
Ø Modified Assessments  

 
 
Assessments 
 

1. Writing Assessments Using a PARCC aligned rubric  
2. Night Writes 
3. Timed Writing Tasks (Narrative/LAT) 
4. Daily Exit Slips 
5. Stop and Jot 
6. Novel Assessments  

 
21st Century Learning Connection 
 
"21st century skills" are the skills that today's students will need to be successful in this ever-changing 
world. The most recognizable of these skills are the 4C's: communication, collaboration, critical thinking 
and creativity. However, 21st century skills also include social and emotional intelligence, technological 
literacy and problem solving abilities. These skills emphasize "application of knowledge" and go beyond 
rote memorization. 
 


